
Reverses  
 
Standard bidding methods are made to answer the following questions:  

- Can we make a game?  
- Can we play in a major? NT? Minor?  

 

This is why opening 1 or 1 promises 5 cards, and it’s also the reason that responder shows a 4 card 
major after a minor suit opening.  
 
After the first two bids, most possible major suit fits are identified. Due to this, there’s greater emphasis 
on describing strength and distribution in order to not bid too high.  
 
Consider this auction:  

1 - 1  

2 - ?  
 

Here, opener denied a 5-card major (he didn’t open 1 or 1), and responder introduced s as a 4+ 

card major. Now, responder will only have 4s if he also has 5s (with 4-4 distribution, responder 

would bid “up the line”, allowing opener to show s at the one level).  
 

So, how does the partnership locate a 4-4  fit. One solution is for opener to bid 2 any time he has 

4s. However, experience shows that this is terrible bidding.  
 
A fit hasn’t been identified in this auction, and the partnership is preparing to reach the three level 

(contracting for 9 tricks) – after all, 2 is a new suit, and should be forcing because opener is unlimited. 
If both opener and responder have minimum hands, this will play disastrously! Few HCPs, few trumps… 
disgusting. If either player had extra values, perhaps this would work out…  
 

If you’re not convinced, try playing 3 with these two hands:  
 
Opener   Responder 

 Jx   Qxxxx 

 Kxxx   Qxxx 

 Qx   Ax  

 AQxx   xx 
 

3 doesn’t even make half the time – 2 is clearly a better place to be. Notice that there are 20 

combined HCP – this is very normal. If we add the J, 3 becomes only 50%, while 2 is near certain.  
 

Notice also that there is a  fit. The hands could very well be 
 
Opener   Responder 

Jx    Qxxx 

 Kxxx   Qxx 

Qx   Axxx 



 AQxx   Kxx 
 

I gave the partnership 23 HCP, and 2N is far from cold (consider the opponents leading the / suits 
when appropriate). Had opener rebid 1N, responder would have THE CHOICE to bid 2N. This is much 
better than being obligated to play 2N on this hand and many worse hands.  
 

It’s obvious that opener should not go looking for a 4-4  fits in this auction without extra values. If he 

does, he should have extra values in order to tolerate the possibly mediocre contracts (2N, 3, etc).  
 

In short, the 2 call in this auction is called a “reverse”, which shows 4, 5+, and 16+ HCP. It is 
forcing for ONE ROUND (meaning responder has to bid something on his next turn to call).  
 
Here are some other auctions where opener makes a reverse:  
 

1 - 1  1 - 1  1 - 1  1 - 1  1 - 1N  

2   2   2   2   2  
 
Notice that, in each of these auctions, responder has made a 1-level response and opener bids a suit 
HIGHER RANKED THAN HIS FIRST SUIT at the MINMUM LEVEL POSSIBLE. Responder will have to bid 
opener’s suit(s) AT THE THREE LEVEL if he chooses to do so.   
 
Responding to Reverses 
 
Once the concept of reverses makes sense, several questions arise regarding how to respond to a 
reverse. Let’s examine the following auction:  
 

1 - 1  

2 - ?  
 
Responder may want to do any of the following  
 

- Pick the best partscore  
- Pick the best game  
- Occasionally, look for slam  

 
The most natural set of rebids would follow the following rules: 

- Responder take preference to a previously bid suit at the lowest level to indicate minimum 
values 

- Responder jumps in a previously bid suit or rebids 2N to show invitational values (notice that 

there isn’t an invitational  raise here, as a jump would put the partnership in game) 

- Responder can bid 3 (the fourth suit) with any hand that wants to force to game and doesn’t 
know what suit to play in.  

 
There is a common practice among better players to use some variation of Lebensohl over reverses (this 
is sometimes called Ingberman, a description is available under the Conventions section). The idea is to 
invert the meanings of 2N and direct suit bids. This makes bidding games, slams, and partscores a little 
easier, but it does not facilitate invitational sequences very well.  
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Continuations after Reverses 
 
Occasionally, opener will bid another suit after reversing. For example,  
 

1 - 1  

2 - 3  

3  
 
This is natural, and implies 1-4-3-5 distribution and similar. This bid is also forcing to game, as it shows at 
least 18 HCP opposite partner’s response. Since opener is effectively showing the pattern of this hand, 
this 3rd bid is called “Patterning”. Responder can better understand the potential of various contracts 
because he knows how the hands will fit.  
 
The same “patterning” concept can apply to non-reverse auctions as well, although the 3rd call is 
normally (in theory) non-forcing. For example,  
 

1 - 1  

1 - 1N  

2  
 

2 in this auction shows extra values (16-18), but is not forcing (notice that opener could have jump-

shifted earlier to force to game). Responder could pass with a hand like xx Kxxx xxxxx Kx.  
 
In these situations, responder can “retreat” to the suit he wanted to play (in this example, NT) or pass. 
Any other bid is forcing to game (another way to think about this is that responder is accepting opener’s 
invite by providing more information).  
 
 


